COOTIE STARK

% E AND HIS SHARECROPPER
. ] PARENTS WORKED IN THE

Ly COTTON FIELDS, BUT COOTIE

Z [/ DREAMED OF A LIFE IN MUSIC:

COOTIE WAS EN-
COURAGED TO PLAY
THE GUITAR, AS
HIS NEAR-TOTAL
BLINDNESS AP-
PARENTLY MADE
HIM UNEDUCABLE
AND UNEMPLOY -

A ROUGH, BUMPY ROAD.
ISITING AN AUNT IN GREENVILLE,
12-YEAR-OLD COOTIE FELL
UNDER THE TUTELAGE OF
PIEDMONT BLUESMAN
BABY TATE,AS WELL AS HIS
OWN UNCLE CHUMP, WHO
BETWEEN THEM TAUGHT
THE BOY HUNDREDS
OF OLD SONGS.

THEY SAY
THE OLPER YOU GET
THE MORE FUN You
GONNA HAVE:..
I BELIEVE
THEM NOW.

T 20, COOTIE STARTED HIS TRAVELING
YEARS, PLAYING STREETCORNERS IN
THE SOUTH WITH BLUES LEGENDS PINK
ANDERSON, 5IMM|E DOOLEY & OTHERS.
BUT COOTIE REMAINED IN UNRECORDED
OBSCURITY, LIVING ALONE IN HI5 GHETTO
APARTMENT, TIL RECENTLY WHEN MUSIC
MAKERS RELIEF FOUNDATION GOT |[NVOLVED.

MILLER IN
ANDERSON,
S5.C.IN1926.
SOME FOLKS
THERE
TOOK TO CALL-

ACROSS AMERICA
AND EUROPE IN FES-
TIVALS AND SHOWS
HAVE WON HIM ACCLAIM
FOR HIS PERCUSS/VE
BLUES STYLE. AND FINAL-
LY RECORDED, HE'S GOT A
CD ouT. NOW, HOPEFULLY,
COOTIE, AN IMPORTANT

REMEMBER

BUT ALMOST FORGOT—
N7 TEN ARTIST,CANGET
AN USED TO TRAVELING
A i A ROAD LESS
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